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Synopsis  book
The New York Times bestselling author of Flight Behavior,

The Lacuna, and The Poisonwood Bible and recipient of

numerous literary awardsincluding the National Humanities

Medal, the Dayton Literary Peace Prize, and the Orange

Prizereturns with a timely novel that interweaves past and

present to explore the human capacity for resiliency and

compassion in times of great upheaval.Willa Knox has

always prided herself on being the embodiment of

responsibility for her family. Which is why its so unnerving

that shes arrived at middle age with nothing to show for

her hard work and dedication but a stack of unpaid bills

and an inherited brick home in Vineland, New Jersey, that

is literally falling apart. The magazine where she worked

has folded, and the college where her husband had tenure

has closed. The dilapidated house is also home to her

ailing and cantankerous Greek father-in-law and her two

grown children: her stubborn, free-spirited daughter, Tig,

and her dutiful debt-ridden, ivy 
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