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Synopsis  book
Brilliant, daring, and ahead of her time, Ann Petry

(19081997) is one of the unsung American writers of the

last century. Born in Old Saybrook, Connecticut, and

trained in the family business as a pharmacist, she moved

to Harlem in 1938 and began working for the radical

newspaper The Peoples Voice. The pervasive poverty and

racism she witnessed there inspired her unforgettable

debut novel, The Street, published in 1946.A work of

crackling intensity, The Street is told in the voice of Lutie

Johnson, a single mother whose efforts to claim a share of

the American Dream for herself and her young son meet

frustration at every turn. Opening a fresh perspective on

the realities and challenges of black, female, working-class

life, The Street quickly became the first novel by an African

American woman to sell more than a million copies.Faced

with newfound fame and unwanted literary celebrity, Petry

returned to the relative quiet of Connecticut to write her

most ambitious novel, the 1953 
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