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Synopsis book
The New York Times bestselling author of Bitter Brew
chronicles the birth and rise to greatness of the American
auto industry through the remarkable life of Harley Earl, an
eccentric six-foot-five, stuttering visionary who dropped out
of college and went on to invent the profession of
automobile styling, thereby revolutionized the way cars
were made, marketed, and even imagined.Harleys Earls
story qualifies as a bona fide American family saga. It
began in the Michigan pine forest in the years after the
Civil War, traveled across the Great Plains on the wooden
wheels of a covered wagon, and eventually settled in a dirt
road village named Hollywood, California, where young
Harley took the skills he learned working in his fathers
carriage shop and applied them to designing sleek, racy-
looking automobile bodies for the fast crowd in the
burgeoning silent movie business.As the 1920s roared with
the sound of mass manufacturing, Harley returned to
Michigan, where, at GMs invitation, he
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The New York Times bestselling author of Bitter Brew chronicles the birth and rise to greatness of the
American auto industry through the remarkable life of Harley Earl, an eccentric six-foot-five, stuttering
visionary who dropped out of college and went on to invent the profession of automobile styling, thereby
revolutionized the way cars were made, marketed, and even imagined.Harleys Earl?s story qualifies as a
bona fide American family saga. It began in the Michigan pine forest in the years after the Civil War,
traveled across the Great Plains on the wooden wheels of a covered wagon, and eventually settled in a dirt
road village named Hollywood, California, where young Harley took the skills he learned working in his
father?s carriage shop and applied them to designing sleek, racy-looking automobile bodies for the fast
crowd in the burgeoning silent movie business.As the 1920s roared with the sound of mass manufacturing,
Harley returned to Michigan, where, at GM?s invitation, he
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